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SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION

Contact: Bobbi Schlatterer
Office: (8a3) 896-7013

After Hours: (803) 737-9000

\, FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 26, 2006

FORMER DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE EMPLOYEE ARRESTED

A former South Carolina Department of Revenue (SCDOR) employee was arrested on
January 26, 2006, at approximately 10:00 a.m. He was charged with eight counts of
Property Tax Evasion.

He is identified as Robert "Butch" Gardner, 58, of 1301 North Ocean Drive, North
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. He was booked at the J. Reuben Long Detention Center.

The arrest was the result of an investigation conducted by SLED. The case will be
prosecuted by the 15th Circuit Solicitor's Office.

Warrants attached.
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COUNTY OF BORRY )
AFFIDAVIT

STATEOFSO1JTHCAROLINA ) ..':

Personally appeared before, a magistrate of this county, one John Bartell, a Senior Agent with
the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, who firs~ being duly sworn, deposes and says

that

ROBERT "BUTCH" GARDNER

did withm this County and State on the 31st day of December, 1996, violate the criminal laws of

the State of South Carolina in the following particulars:

PROPERTY TAX EVASION

12-54~44(B)(1)
..~e""amant~tates that "there" is probable cause to believe that the defendant.namedabove did ...'" .

commit the crime set forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

The subject, a resident of Ho~ry County, owned during the calendar year 1996 a 1990 Atlantic
Exp. named the Miss Ashley. The vessel was purchased by the subject in 1996 and registered
with the United States Coast Guard; when contacted by the Dorry County Auditor's Office
requesting information for tax purposes, the subject provided false answers to Indicate the .
vessel was in a state other than South Carolina when in fact it was located at a marina in Horry
County; thus by providing false Information to Horry County, the subject evaded the payment
of personal property taxes for the tax year 1997 in the amount of $1,629.40 and committed
property tax evasion as dermed in South Carolina Code Section 12~~4-40(b)(6)(a) (current code

statute afte.- recodification 12-54-44(B)(1)).

subscribed before
(lay of -_:~ '- , 2006

~~ ~o~( ~-
Stgnatureof Affiant
John BarteD, Senior Agent
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division
P.O. Box 56

.\ Effingham, South Carolina 29541
..(843) 662-6245

;
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COUNTY OF BORRY )
AFFmA VIT

STATE OFSOUTB CAROLINA) ,",

Personally appeared before, a magistrate of ~s county, one John Barten, a Senior Agent with
the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, who first, being duly sworn, deposes and says
that

I ROBERT "B1YI'CH" GARDNER
:;~1
;f,"C

i~~ did within this County and State on the ~1st day. of December, 1997, violate the criminal laws of
~~";iJ the State of South Carolina in the folloWIng particuJars:
;;I;"~) , PROPERTY 'TAX EVASION

12-54-44(B)(1 )
--""""" "0 -" " " ,_0""- ,-,,-,,- ..".. '. ,.. ..,the affiant state$ that there Is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did '

commit the crime set forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

The subject, a resident of Borry County, owned during the calendar year 1997 a 1990 Atlantic
E:J:p. named the Miss Ashley. The vessel was purchased by the subject In 1996 and registered
with the United States Coast Guard; when contacted by the Horry County Auditor's Office
requesting information for tax purposes, the subject provided false answers to indicate the .
vessel was in a $tate other than South Carolina when in fact it was locate;d at a marina in Horry
County; thus by providing false information to Horry County, the subject evaded the payment
of personal property taxes for the tax year 1998 in the amount of $1,551.38 and committed
property tax evasion as defined in Soutb Carolina Code Section l2-54-40(K}(1) (current code
statute after recodification 12-54-44(B)(1».

d subscribed before
day 0(7 ~ .20061:1 I

"." 1:1

~Ji..o;;:: e ~o~~
"c" John Barten, Senior Agent

.South Caronna Law Enforcement Division
P.O. Box S6

l Effingham, South Caronna 29541
r ..(843) 662~6245

~

= !'
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~ COUNTY OF BORRY )
AFFIDAVIT

.ST ATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) .

~ Per$onally appeared before, a magistrate of thi$ county, one John Barten, a SenIor Agent with
the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, who first, being duly sworn, deposes and says

that

ROBERT "BUTCH" GARDNER

did within this County and State on the 31st day of December, 1998, violate the criminal laws of
the State of South Carolina In the following particulars:

PROPERTY TAX EVASION

12-54-44(B)(I)
...the af6ant states thatfuere is probable cause to believe that the defendant nallied "above did ',"

commit the crime set forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

The subject, a resident of Horry County, owned during the calendar year 1998 a 1990 Atlantic
Exp. named the Miss Ashley. The vessel was purchased by the subject in 1996 and registered
with the United States Coast Guard; when contacted by the Horry County Auditor's Office
requesting information for tax purposes, the subject provided false answers to indicate the .
vessel was in a state other than South Carolina when in fact it was located at a marina In Horry
County; thus by pro~dlng false informadon to Borry County, the subject evaded the payment
of personal property taxes for the tax year 1999 in the amount of $1,276.94 IIDd committed
property tn evasion as dermed in South Carolina Code Section 12-54~44~)(1).

subscribed before
day of~),.'.) .2006

C#"~-- ~G~ ~
Siiilature of AfflllDt
John Barten, Senior Agent
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division
P.O. Box 56
EffinghRm, South Carolina 29541
(843) 662..6245

.
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COUNTY OF HORRY )
AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA)

Per~onally appeared before, a magistrate of this eounty, one John Barten, a Senior Agent with
the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, who first, being duly sworn, deposes and says
that

ROBERT "BUTCH" GARDNER
",c" "

did within this County and State on the 31st day of December, 1999, violate the crlminallaws of 1:':Ii~:,;"
the State of South Carolina in the following particulars: .

PROPERTY TAX EVASION
12-54-44(B)(1)

..,. -the affiant states that there is prob.ble cause to believe 'that the7"defendant-nmed above did. .., .

commit the crime set forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

The subject, a resident of Borty County, owned during the calendar year 1999 a 1990 Atlantic
Exp. named the MIss Ashley. The vessel was purchased by the subject In 1996 and registered
with the United State, Coast Guard; when contacted by the Horry County Auditor's Office
requesting information for tax purposes, the subject provided false answers to Indicate the .
vessel was in a state other than South Carolina when in fact it was located at a marina in Horry
County; thus by providing false information to Horry County, the subject evaded the payment
of personal property taxes for the tax year 2000 In the amount of $1,240.55 and committed
property tax evasion as defined in South Carolina Code Section 12~S4-44(B)(1).

subscribed before ,
day ofG )'\j_"2006

~~~~~~ Y
Sjgnature of Aftlant
John Barten, Senior Agent
South CaroUna Law Enforcement Division
P.O. Do:!: 56
Eft1ngha~ South Carolil1a 29541
(843) 662-6245

...
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COUNTY OF BORRY )
AFFmA VU

ST ATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

Personally appeared before, a magistrate of this county, one John Bartell, a Senior Agent with
the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, who first, being duly sworn, deposes and says
that

1i'!;it ROBERT "BUTCH" GARDNER

did within this County and State on the 31st day of December, 2000, violate the criminal laws of
the State of South Carotin a In the following particulan:

PROPERTY ,TAX EVASION
12-S4-44(B )(1)

..the affiant states tliat there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did'
commit the crime set forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

The subject, a ,esident ofHorry County, owned during the calendar year 1.000 a 1990 Atlantic
Exp. named the Miss Ashley. The vessel was purchased by the subject In 1996 and ..egistered
with the United States Coast Guard; when contacted by th(! Borry County Auditor's Office
requesting infonnation for tax purposes, the subject provided false answers to indicate the .
vessel was In a state othe.. than South CaroUna when In fact it was located at a marina in Horry

~~ , County; thus by providing false information to Horry County, the subject evaded the payment
D] of personal property taxes for the tax year 1.001 in the amount of $1,271.12 and committed

property tax evasion as defined in South Carolina Code Section 12-54.44(B)(1).

scribed ~~re.
~ y of .:J J~ .2006
::,; ..

I'" ~~-- ~~~.:t:t -;t:p
~'~f. S~atu..e of Affiant

John Bartell, Senior Agent
South CaroUna Law Enforcement Division
P.O. Box 36
Efrmgham, South Carolina 29541
(843) 662-6245

.;" ~]" f ',,;'
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-'" COUNTY OF HORKY )

AFF1DAVn'
c. STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA)

~: Personally appeared before, a magistrate of this county, one John Barten, a Senio.. Agent with

the South Carolma Law Enforcement Divjsjon, who first, being duly sworn, deposes and says
that

ROBERT "BUTCH" GARDNER

did within this County and State on the 31st day of Decembe.., 2001, violate the criminal laws of
the State of South Carolina in the following particulars:

PROPERTY r:r AX EVASION

12-54~44(B)(1)
"

the affiant states that there Is probable cause to beHeve that the defendant named above did
commit the ~rlme set forth, and that su£h probable cause Is based on the following facts:

The subject, a resident of Horry County, owned during the calendar year 2001 a 1990 Atlantic i
Exp. named the Miss Ashley. The vessel was purchased by the subject in 1996 and registered
with the United States Coast Guard; when contacted by the Horry County Auditor's Office
requesting information for tax purposes, the subject provjded false answers to indicate the .:1
vessel was in a state other than South Carolina when in fact it was located at a marina in Horry
Con..ty; thus by providing false information to Horry County, the subje£t evaded the payment
of personal property taxes for the tax year 2002 In the amount of $1,211.89 and committed ,1
property tax evasion as defined in South Carolina Code Section 12-54-44(8)(1). '"~;~~

Sworn to and s bs£ribed before
me this d Y of'"J~ .2006

A )\ "" "",c(::~~;~~;:~t """,-,,,;;;c

John Barten, Senior Agent
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division
P.O. Box 56 " ,,"eO"
Effingham" South Carolina 29541 ' ",,:~;

(843) 662-6245.

,. ".
"

.,,!~ :

"~*
',.;

~~~~
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COUNTY OF BORRY )
AFFWAVIT

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA)

Personally appeared before, a magistrate of this county, one John Bartell, a Senior Agent with
the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, who fmt, being duly sworn, deposes and says
that

",,-"C

ROBERT "BUTCH" GARDNER

did within this County and State on the 31st day of December, 2002, violate the criminal laws of
the State of South Carolina in the following particulars:

PROPERTY TAX EVASION
12-54-44(B)(1)

the affiant states that there' is probable eause to believe that the defendant named above did
commit the crime set forth, and that such probable cause Is based on the following facts:

The subject, a resident of Horry CO11Dty, owned during the calenda.. year 2002 a 1981 Hatteras
Yacht named the Miss Ashley. The vessel was purchased by the subject in May 2002 and
registered with the United States Coast Guard using an address In Marion County, South
Carolina, when in fact the vessel was docked at a marina in Borry County from the date of Its
purchase through the calendar year 2004; the subject used the Marion County address in an
effort to conceal the location of the vessel and to avoid questions regarding the payment of
property taxes that had been asked of him previously by the Horry County Auditor's Office on
a djfferent vessel; thus the subject by recording the vessel with the Coast Guard at an address"
at which he did not reside evaded the assessment and payment of property taxes to Horry ::;~j~~~
County in the amount of $3,379.99 for the tax year 2003; this being a violation as defined in ;'. ;
South Carolina Code Section 12-54-44(8)(1).

Sworn to and subscribed before~;~~;~;~ ~me this ay of ~ .2006
12 ~ n c ",,~c',,:
,~~ "";44:;'~"-

..., Signature 0 e. ~ of Affiant c:,:~"~
..'.. John Barten, Senior Agent

South Carolina Law Enforcement Division
..P.O. Box 56

Eff'mghanl. South Carolina 29541
(843) 662~6245

:'r£r,~~~i?

~ .
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~ ' COUNTY OF HORRY )
~!
:'; AFF1DAVIT

" STATEOFSOUTHCAROLJNA)

Personally appeared before, a magistrate of this county, one John Barten, a Senior Agent with

the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, who first, being duly sworn, deposes and says

that

~ ROBERT "BUTCH" GARDNER

I did within this County and State on the 31st day of December, 2003, violate the criminal laws of

~$ the State of South CaJ'olinain the following particulars:

~~&;

PROPERTY TAX EV ASION

12~54-44(B)(1 )

, " the affiant stateS "thatthere"i. probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did " eommit the crime set forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

The subject, a resident of Horry County, owned during the calendar year 2003 a 1981 Hatteras

Yacht named the Miss Ashley. The vessel was purchased by the subject In May 2002 and

registered with the United States Coast Guard using an address in Marion County, South

Carolina, when in fact the vessel was docked at a marina in Horry County from the date of its: .

purchase through the calendar year 2004; the subject used the Marion County address in an

effoJ'f; to conceal the location of the vessel and to avoid questions regarding the payment of

property taxes that had been asked of him previously by the HoJ'ry County Auditor's Office on

a diffeJ'ent vessel; thus the subject by recording the vessel with the Coast Guard at an address

at which he did not reside evaded the assessment and payment of property taxes to Horry

County in the amount of $3,217.68 for the tax year 2004; this being a violation as defined in

South Carolina Code Section 12-54-44(B)(1).

I,,: Sworn to and subscribed before

~l

~ ~:~~= =G ay of ~ .2006

.~..." ./}
~.u'., \l:I

".i.".: Signature of ~ ~foI:fr
'" ':;:;~, John Bartell, Senior Agent

~}),.",: South Carolina Law Enforcement Division

.""i-t*'1;' ..
P 0 B 56""t..'c', ..ox

;~~I Eff'mgh8m,South CaroUna29541
" .~ .(843) 662-6245

,"~-L..-


